FAITHFUL
CLIENTS OF
HAIR PLAY
KNOW THAT
NOTALL
SALONS
ARE

CREATED
EQUAL

Hair Play owner
Fritz Clay works

on aclient’s hair
with amarcel iron.
The Mission district
salon is different
from many
because its stylists
can work with a
wide variety

of athnicities and
hair types.

FENKY DE LOS SANTOS —
MERCLURY NEWS

(rive me a head with hair,
Lo beautiful hatr,
Shining, gleaming,
steaircing, flaren, WETen,
(rive me down-Lo-there hair,
Shoulder length or longer,
Heve, baby, thers, Momma,
ev'rywhere, Daddy, Daddy,
Hair, hair, hair, hair,
hair, hair, hair, hair.
Flow il, show it, long as
God can grow if, my hair,
— “Hair,"” the rock musical

HIS is a story about . . . hair, And more.

The first thing you notice about Hair Play is the looping, copper

light fixctures, fulllength mirrors . . . and the fact that some of the
hairstylists have tattnos and belly-button rings.

Then you notice the array of marcel irons and flatirons. And the black
girls under the dryer. And the white girls in the chairs for a wash and blow-
dry. And the Latino girls getting highlighted. And an Asian girl getting a
haircut.

I don't know about you, honey, but the salons I've been in just ain't like
that.

They're either exclusively ethnic, or they're "European” (that's ssdon lin-
go for “Caucasian™), with a few “specialists” thrown in. Now, no one was
talking about integration of hair salons in the 1960s, but you could proba-
bly assume that it went with the rest of the civil rights movement.
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Hair salon
stays In
style with
all cultures

H HAIR
from Page IB

“Every salon Mee worked in, I've
been the "black hair’ specialist,” said
Hair Play owner Fritz Clay, 37. Other-
wise, “you have your hair salon’ and
yvou have yvour bBlack hair salon” [t's
one of the last, ohwvious segregated
places”

I understand. By choice, No one
can stand a bad hair day, lef alons six
weeks waiting for a bad hair cut to
grow out. Or a bad relaxer. Or a bad
perm. Hair is 30 — particular, so per-
sonal. Why take a chance? You need
sormeone who understands vou. It's
vour HAIR, after all

(11 heair ism't & particular concern of
YOUrs, you can jump to the next arti-
cle —I'm getiing warmed up now
and it's only going to get worss,)

Walking into salons like Hair Play
i5 different.

It's a neighborhood salon witha
downtown look and down-home att-
mde. Baby strollers and eyebrow
piercings. Dreadiocks and sleek,
bone-straight looks. Gipsy Kings
playing In the background. And some
serious hairdressing.

Clay calls it a place, perched on
the edge of the Mission District and
MNoe Valley, “where hair and culture
come together,”

How's that? His eight-person stafl
s A rixdure of Asian-Ameriean, Mex-
ican-American, Cuban-American, Al
ricar-American, and of course, Eure-
pear-American. There are no “black
hair” specialists. Tomokn, Marty,
Ann Marie, Katrina, Cyndi, Troy, Ka-
ren, Denise, Bobbi, Scotty and Nadia
talk about teamwork. The stylists are
?Ts!h':t;él:\*'ﬁmnd alot }?f tirme togeth-

W iT i (Juarters, o ﬂdmma“aa'ui

“After I came here [ said, ‘T ke the
style, " said Ruth Avery. ‘Thisis how
all the shops should be_"

Everyone leams how to do every-
thing, Helaxers and products to “fin-
ish” black hair. Color for highlights
and lowlights. All standard stylists’
fare, but everybody has 1o be ambi-
dextrous enough to handle a reper-
tolre of hadr types that s wider than
the average stylist feels confident
witle

“T've seen salons that cater 1 Eu-
ropean clients, and having ome ack
stylist doesn't cater to me,” said Win-
mie Wikikleing, the manager of busi-
niess development for an Intermet
start-up called Epyon. “It's not an
ervironment that s conducive to get-
ting my needs met. Here, [ can geta
colorn | can get 2 relaxer done”

It was challenging in the begin.
ning, when he openad the salon eight
vears ago, Clay said. The biracial
stvlist brought his mostly black clien-
tele with him, some middie-aged
waomen who had been with him for

Years.
White women would walk into the

salon “and see four women of color

and they would be startled, and say.
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The 1,200-square-foot salon lels everyone see what's going on in the next chair. The proximity is a catalyst
for clients’ gquestions about the differences between hair types and stying procedures

Uh, I'm sorry,’ and walls out again,”
Clay sabd. Moe Valley and the Mission
aren’t black neighborhoods, But it
wasn't racism. People just weren't
sure whether they'd walked into an
African-American salon, he said
Clay is actually known as a curly-
habr specialist whose black-Tuair
background gave him the under-
standing that curly hair requires
more than ope technigque, becanse
cach person's halr has a personality.

The 1200-square-fool space
means everyone gets a good ook at
what's going on at the next chair.

Clients who've never seen a hot
cormb before ask about the black halr
pressing and setting they are piqued
by the exiensive lnish work that
black heir recpuires, and what it takes
to walk out with that look, Pritz said.

“They know what the sisters do,
now,” he said, winking. “Now they're
in the know and they're asking other

Every stylist at the salon has to be ambidextrous
enough to handle a repertoire of hair types.

Gradually, all kinds of hair types
began showing up at his shop. Some
white women wio had mamied
black men would find out about him
after their own stylists hadnt o clue
how to cut thetr birscial child's hair,
Now there's the Internet version of
winrd af mouth. A Naw York woman
foume him after putting out a query
on Craig's List, he said.

“It's the best thing that happened
to me,” sakd Marty Fabela, a 20-vear-
obd Mexican-American who was
perming Ruth Avery’s hair, “Where
else could [ leam how to do African-
American hair?”

Katrina
Berman, a
hair designer
at Hair Play,
culs the ends
of aclient's
hair. The
salon brings
together
clients of all
hair types
and
heritages, a
rarity in the
COSMELDiogy
world.

chients how their relaoer went.”
Catherine Huang, a Web developer
for A Media Inc., says she's learnied o
foew things about the curling irons
and marcel irons used frequently, but
nof exclusively, on black halr
“T lowve how it's really, really di-
versa," she said, adding it was the
first plare she found when she
moved here that could cut Asian
hair. “I love coming in and watching
it”
There ain't no words for the beauly,
the splendor,

The wonder of iy

Huair, hair, hair, hair, kair, hair,
hagr, hoiy.

Floar i, shone i, lomg as God oan
oo i, iy har.

{want it lomg, straight, ey, fuzzy,
Swyr -'#"H.l!,ly'y. F'[.I:I.E;gl. m'-l‘ty-.

Crily, greasy, Aeecy, shining,
Cleaming, steaming, Roxen, waren,
Knotted, polka dotted, twisted, bead-
ed, braided,

Povvdered, flenoered and eonfoltied,
Bangled, tongled, spangled and spa-
ghotticd

Clay has been writing a screen:
play. About black hair. All the things
you can't do with it. All the things
vour st do with it Like this col-
umn, it's not just about hair. “The
whole community of black hair is so
much deeper. It becomes like fami-
ly,” he sad

Whien clients see you once & week,
it is like family, Rosalie Ricard, the
“mother of the salon™ has followed
Clay for 18 years, all around San
Francisco salons, from Jackson
Scquare to the upper Haight, to West
Plt?m and now 1o Mission/Noe Val-

She started bringing him dinner 10
years ago, “Every Christmas, she
brings a big pan of chicken and cake
and salad,” he said, laughing. “And
enough food for everyone that
conmes that day.”

I understand that kind of loyalty.
Forty years from now, Il be rolling
mmy wiveelchair to the Utopda salon
where my stylist Andres Andrews
will wheel up with his scissors in his
hands, He's from Hawaii, after alk he
understands me,

But, boy, the chicken and the com-
pany at Hair Play are tempting . . .

LA Chamgappears Tuesdays end
Thini r.'a-i:nys: and nirrils ot o aliawe
poaer stories will fer Centaet hew ol
behaengtE simercusycom or (1150
306851



